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FOHEIGN  IffiWS  O^T  APPLES 


THE  DISTKIBUTIQF  OF  APPIZ-S  THfiOUGH  CAHDIFF 


G8rJ.if±\  a  city  of  ?^305  000  people,  is  the  most  important  shipp- 
ing and  distr ihuting  point  of  South  V/alos,  sharing  this  business  v;ith 
Swansea  and  Ke\.p)ort.     It  is  the  greatest  coal  shipping  port  in  the 
world  and  its  prosperity,  like  the  cities  and  tov-Tis  that  it  servos, 
depends  upon  the  state  of  the  coal  industry.    During  the  current  year 
the  coal  industry  of  Y^alcs  has  been  very  "badly  depressed,  and  this 
has  iiad  an  imxavorahlc  effect  on  other  fornis  of  business. 


The  principal  fruit  imports  into  Cardiff  consist  of  Mediterranean 


citrus  fruits.    The  port  ranks  considerably  belov/  Bristol  in  volume  of 
oranges  and  lemons  handled,  but  ov;ing  to  the  fact  that  it  serves  an  in- 
dustrial population  of  4,000,000  to  5,000,000,  in  the  mining  areas,  it 
is  considered  o,  bettor  apple  market  than  the  latter  city,  'vvhich  serves 
more  of  an  agricultural  region  that  produces  apples. 

Facilities  for  Handling  iaTierican  Ap-oles. 

Cardiff's  dock  and  hr-rbor  facilities  are  ovned  and  operated 
by  the  Groat  V/e stern  Lailvp.y,  and  because  of  the  tremendous  volumes 
dealt  v/ith  the  best  of  facilities  h^ve  boon  provided,  incliiding  sheds, 
hydraulic  and  electric  cranes,  electric  warehouse  trucks,  cold  storage 
ana  trackage.    The  sneds  devoted  to  ha.ndling  fruit  are  roomy,  light 
and  admirably  ada,ptod  to  the  purpose  <> 

Shipping  facilities  between  l^ev/  York  and  Cardiff  are  the  same  as 

for  Bristol,  -  bi-weokly  sailings  of  the  Bristol  City  lino,  and  the 

Oriole  Line,  operating  ships  for  the  U.  S.  Shipping  Board.    The  service 

is  deficient  in  proper  space  for  handling  early  apples  or  fruit  that 
has  not  the  best  of  carrying  qualities. 

Auction  Methods  and  Fruit  Brokers. 

Methods  of  selling  in  Cardiff  are  belov/  the  average  for  Great 
Britain,    Sales  arc  i.r,do  at  auction,  but  the  best  apple  broksrage 
houses  are  divided  into  two  groups,  wtereas  the  voltune  of  fruit  is 
scarcely  largo  enough  to  justify  one  good  auction  room.     In  order  to 
gain  the  goodwill  of  the  buyers  tioore  is  a  tendency  to  sacrifice  the 
growers'  interests  when  such  an  auction  competition  is  sot  up.  This 
situ^ition  also  splits  up  the  group  of  buyors  and  weakens  the  buying 
competition  fundamental  to  auction  sales.     It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  before  shippers  of  Jaffa  oranges  would  consent  to  discharge  a 
ship  in  Cardiff  they  required  the  brokers  to  got  together  and  sell 
the  cargo  in  one  sales  room.    The  buyers  have  a  strong  organization  and 
limit  its  membership  to  bona  fide  wholesale  dealers.    The  names  of 
Cardiff  broiters  my  bo  had  upon  application  to  the  Foreign  Section, 
E^oreau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Samples  are  saluctod  s.t  thu  dock  and  haulod  to  thu  cltA^,  aticut 
nlluS  distant,  and  displayod  outsido  tho  salos  rcomE.     llo  sot  \n-ilr.s  obtain 
on  samples  but  usually  cn^  Scjnpl.,-  is  takun  for  about  50  jiacka^os.  Thu 
brokers  have  a  couplo  of  m^n  each  at  tho  docks  to  attond  to  tho  sorting, 
but  all  handlin:;;-  is  dono  bj;  th^  dock  m-^n,  vory  otrict  Union  re  gulations 
provont  ing  tho  brokers  from  doint   the  deckers  *  \vcrk,    Ono  group  of  brokers 
class  if ius  barreled  applos  as  "Tight",  "Slack"  and  "'.Tut",  whilu  thu  oth^r 
sorts  as  "Tight",  "Slightly  Slack",  "Slack"  ana  "7ut". 

Salus  licom  facilities  aro  soiriuwhit  linit^'d  and  consist  of  littl^j 
acru  than  bt^nchus  for  thu  acccmmc dat  ion  of  about  100  buyers.     Tuesday  is 
Cardiff's  xrincipal  auction  day,  although,  if  a  carfo  is    not  discharged 
on  tinij  or  if  thj  condition  of  the  fruit  prevent  s  holding  over,  special 
auctions  are  callud  on  otbur  days. 

Goli  Stora^u  R-Cilitius, 

B 

Th>j  Great  V/esterii  liailv/ay  has  provide^  a  gcoa  cola  stQrago  plant  at 
its  Quoc-n  4-lexandra  Lock,  situated  about  thruo  ship-lengths  from  tho  shed 
used  for  fruit  tendling.     Tho  storage  was  primarily  constructed  for  m^at 
with  direct  oxj-ansion,  but  if  properly  handled  would  be  entirely  suitable 
for  fruit.     Its  capacity  is  300,000  cu.  ft.  and  is  divided  into  mode  rate 
sized    rooms.     It  is  said  that  any  desired  temperature  v/ould  bo  maintained. 

It  is  apparent  that  at  j-oints  like  Cardiff  and  Bristol  practically 
nc  experience  has  bjon  had  v.l  th  the  refrigeration  of  fruits.     If  ccld 
storage  wore  to  be  used  at  these  points,  therefore,  not  only  would  it  be 
iiucossary  tc    jive  initial  operations  close  supervi-sion  as  to  handlin^  and 
pilirjg,  but   it  \\ould  also  be  important  to  store  quantities  largo  enough  to 
justify  the  employing  of  a  special  v/atchman  to  check  up  tompuratures . 
These  romarlts  are  i:romptod  by  the  observations  of  freezers  and  coolers 
adjacent  to  -each  other  in  the  same  building.     Th uninitiated  are  alm.ost 
Certain  tc  freeze  fruit,    or  carrj"  it  at  too  highg  tomj)eratures  ,  when 
such  conditions  exist. 

Dona  nd  a  nd  Gomp e  t  i  t  i  c  n . 

7hile  Cardiff  is  taking-  from  8,000  to  IS, 000  cases  of  oranges  per 
Week  its  capacity  for  apples  is  net  so  great.     It  has  taken  as  hi::_'h  as 
7,000  barrels  in  one  week,  but  from.  3,000  tc  6,000  is  nearer  it  regular 
figure.     It  is  a  narkwt  that  -vant  s  celcred  apj_-;l-ea  and  takes  larger  quantities 
of  barreled  than  of  bcxed  stocks.     The  mining  population  that   it  serves 
wants  an  attractive  apx-^le  at  a  moderate  j,'riC6. 

The  York  top^-rial  of  the  Virginia  region  exactly  suits  the  r^arkot 
as  long  as  it  arrives  in  good  condition,    ^t  present  tho  trade,  is  supplied 
largely  by  consignments  of  Virginia  and  ITova  Scotia  apples,  the  latter 
offering  the  greatest  competition  to  American  apples  and  arriving,  in 
groatur  volum.j.     Only  limited  supplies  of  boxes  apj^les  can  be  takon  and 
those  preferred  are  the  red  varieties  of  sizes  175  to  200.     These  are 
slightly  smaller  than  thcso  most  desired  in  Liverpool,  Lianchester  and  tho 
north. 
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9ranf;os  and  G-rsr-of ruit . 

Littlo  oppcrtimity  is  soon  fcr  x.raurican  citrus   fi-ait  in  Cardiff. 
ch^aij-jT  orsn-^os  frrr.i  tho  Iluditorranuan  cuuntrijs  shut  out  cur  fruit. 
7hilu  tha  city  of  Cardiff  has  a  ijopulaco  that  ar^'  far  above  thLit  class 
ordir^rily  associated  v/ith  coal  minora,  still  thu  ccuira^rcial  p^cpl^  ttet 
770 uld  .buy  sraijufiniit  woulu  not  i-aak-j  flpach  of  an  outl^-t,  ovun  if  th^y  wore 
acquainted    'vvith  tho  fruit,  which  thuy  are  not  at  thu  x^rosent  timo. 
Su^.plijs  of  ^rapufruit  aro  oithur  purcbasod  in  London  or  Livorpool  in 
whclesalu  lots  of  tv/onty  or  thirty  casus  at  a  tiau, 

Cc  sts  0  f  Scllin.*:-", 

T-h'j  brokers  cterre  a  3  x^or  cont  basic  comniis  sion,  to^uth^r  v/ith  an 
inclusive  handling  char^o  cf  36^  (l/5)  pur  barrel  and  ISy^  (9d)  por  box 
cn  applos.     ThoSG  char-'os  aro  soriuwtet  lov/or  tiBn  tho  38i^  on  barrels  and 
ZB(^  on  boxGS  as  quoted  by  Vico  Consul  Chris tiani  in  the  report  on  "Tho 
Cardiff  ipple  Llarkat"  [AS],  roloasod  February  28,  1925. 

Conclusions  and  Scniarks. 

7hj  samu  ra'-oarks  about  "dishonost"  packing?-  of  certain  iuTiorican 
barrels  are  toiird-  in  Cardiff,  as  in  other  iTi.ark«ts.     Tnis  is  particularly 
unfortunate  since    fundamtrntally  this  is  net  a  ocxed  aiple  market.  V/hilo 
increasing-  quantities  of  boxes  ;:sy  be  taken  in  the  future,  much  depends 
cn  the  prosijority  of  thu  coal  iiidustry. 

Tho  abova  ra^arks  relative  to  an  unsatisfactory  auction  situation 
should  not  stop  shipp-c-rs   from  usin^  this  market  in  a  modest  manner.     It  is 
net  essentially  a  "pocket  markv^t"  since  in  sono-  instances  samples  aro 
fcr^'/arded  to  Bristol  ain.  sales  made  at  the  Bristol  auction  with  delivery 
from  thu  Cardiff  quay. 


Specialist  in  Forei_2'n  Iv^arkuting. 


